03/19/2003 00:26 FAX 860286 

H-204258 



CANTOR COLBURN, LLP 



Amendment to the claims: 

L (Presently Amended) An exliaust system converter, comprising; 
a cate lyst; 

a firsi endplate positioned adjacent to a first end portion of said catalyst, said first 
endplate tmg-defijiiri2.a first extren le end of said converter and comprising a first endplate 
support meet anism extending perpendicularly therefrom toward said catalyst; 

a mat support substantially covering said catalyst and at least a portion of said first 
endplate support mechanism, wherein said first endplate support mechanism is disposed between 
said mat support and said catalyst; and 

a sheh having a diameter greater than that of said first endplate, wherein said shell is 
disposed around said catalyst and said mat support, and is disposed around and in intimate 
contact with ; t least a portion of said fust endplate. 




2, (Previously Amended) The exhaust system converter of claim 1, wherein said first 
endplate support mechanism is positioned around said first end portion of said catalyst 



3. (O; iginal) The exhaust system converter of claim 2, wherein said first endplate 
support mech;irusm is m the form of an annular ring. 

4. (Previously Amended) The exhaust system converter of claim 3, wherein said annular 
ring is weldec to said first endplate. 

5. (Original) The exhaust system converter of claim 3, wherein said mat support 
substantially rovers said catalyst and said annular ring. 

6. (Presently Amended) The exiaust system converter of claim 1, further comprising a 
second endpk te, positioned adjacent to ;ui opposite, second end portion of said catalyst, wherein 
said shell is d; sposed around and in intimate contact with said second endplate. 
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7. (Ciriginal) The exhaust system converter of claim 6, wherein said second endplate 
incorporates a second endplate support mechanism, and wherein said second endplate support 
mechanism i ; positioned around a second annular end portion of said catalyst. 

8. (Criginal) The exhaust system converter of claim 7, wherein said second endplate 
support meclianism is in the form of an annular ring. 

9. (P: *eviously Amended) The exhaust system converter of claim 8, wherein said annular 
ring is weldc d to said second endplate. 

1 0. (1 deviously Amended) The exhaust system converter of claim 8, wherein said mat 
support substantially covers said catalyst and said annular ring. 

11. (( )riginal) The exhaust system converter of claim 1, wherein said catalyst comprises 
a three-way catalyst. 

12. (iTeviously Amended) The exhaust system converter of claim 1, wherein said 
catalyst comprises an oxidation catalyst, 

13. (Cancelled) 

14- (Presently Amended) The exhaust system converter of claim 1, said shell is 
disposed around and in intimate contact with an entire periphery of said first endplate e xtend-S 
about halfway across said p e riph e ry . 

15- 22 (Cancelled) 

23. (Freviously Added) The exhaust system converter of claim 1, wherein said mat 
support exten Is beyond a face of said c* talyst 
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24. (Presently Axnended) An exhaust system converter, comprising: 
acatiilyst; 

a firs: endplate, positioned adjacent to a first end portion of said catalyst, said first 
endplate few ^g-definimj_a first extrem e end of said converter and comprising a first endplate 
support mecl .anism extending perpendicularly therefrom; 

a second endplate, positioned adjacent to a second end portion of said catalyst, said 
second endpl ate fanning defining a second extreme end of said converter and comprising a 
second endplate support mechanism ex :ending peipendicularly therefrom toward said catalyst; 

a mat support substantially covering said catalyst, said mat support extending beyond a 
face of the catalyst over at least a portion of said first endplate support mechanism, wherein said 
first endplate support mechanism is disused between said mat support and said catalyst; and 

a shel disposed around said catalyst and said mat support, and is disposed around and in 
intimate cont Let with at least a portion of said first endplate and said second end plate. 

25. (I 'resent ly Amended) The exhaust system converter of claim 24, wherein said first 
endplate supj: ort 7jiechanism fetftbepcomprises a first annular ring extending from a first endplate 
main, porti ou t le first endplate and said second endplate su pport mechanism comprises a second 
annular ring extending from a second endplate main portion , 

26. (Previously Added) The exhaust system converter of claim 25, wherein said mat 
support substantially covers said first annular ring and said second annular ring. 

27. (Previously Added) The exliaust system converter of claim 25, wherein said shell 
extends from i periphery of said first endplate main portion to a periphery of said second 
endplate main portion. 

28. (P reviously Added) The exl laust system converter of claim 27, wherein said shell 
extends from tbout halfway across said periphery of said first endplate to about halfway across 
said periphery of said second endplate. 
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29. ( Previously Added) The exhaust system converter of Claim 1, wherein said first 
endplate is d isposed in spaced relation to said first end portion. 

30. ( Previously Added) The exhaust system converter of Claim 25, wherein said first 
endplate is disposed in spaced relation to said first end portion, and said second endplate is 
disposed in spaced relation to said second end portion. 



31. (Previously Added) The exhaust system converter of Claim 1, wherein said first 
endplate is flat. 

32. (. deviously Added) The exhaust system converter of Claim 24, wherein said first 
endplate and said second endplate are f .at 




5 

Received from < 8602860137 > at 3/18/03 11:09:45 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



